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above. The Privy Council, however, may remain for a Chapter
considerable period the arbitrator of Canadian con-     XI'
stitutional issues, which might continue to be brought
to it. even if appeals on ordinary points of law were, as
they might well be, completely cut off.
(5) The relations of the Free State and the Privy
Council have, unhappily, proceeded on a very different
basis from those between the Council and the other
Dominions. It was unquestionably the intention of the
British Government to secure the maintenance of the
appeal, and it thought that by making Canada the
model of Irish status the result was assuredly attained.
Accordingly, when all mention of appeal was carefully
omitted from the constitution as first presented, it was
insisted that the appeal must be preserved, and this
was duly done in the constitution. It was, however,
provided that the appeal would lie by special leave
only from the Supreme Court, and that the Parliament
might regulate appeals from the High Court to which
the interpretation of the constitution is confided, but
could not shut off the appeal in matters relating to the
validity of any law. The British Government in effect
permitted the exclusion of ordinary matters from ap-
peal but not the cutting off of constitutional appeals,
though the matter has been strangely misunderstood.
At first the Privy Council showed a marked reluctance
to hear appeals, insistingx that it was normally the in-
tention of the constitution that Irish decisions should
be final, but in Lynam v. Butler,2 an issue on the Irish
land law, not of constitutional importance, it gave for
no very clear reason leave to appeal. The Parliament
then legislated to declare that the law as set out by the
1 [1926] LE. 402.                                 2 [1925] 2 LR. 231.